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long standing, as, for example, Prince Boris Vassiltchikofi,
Marechal de la Noblesse of Novgorod, all imbued with
the best liberal traditions of their class. To conclude,
the Poles were represented by several very distin-
guished and enlightened men, almost all good orators,
such as M. Kozvin-Milevsky, well known in Paris,
Count Wielepolski, Messrs. SHrmant and Schebeke.
On the whole, at the moment of which I am now
speaking, the Council of the Empire had not begun to
have the character, which distinguished it later, of an
assemblage guided by reactionary principles, or ready
to serve as a docile instrument in the hands of the
Government. Its transformation was effected little
by little, thanks to the pains which were taken in high
places to prevent the appointment of anyone who did
not belong to the parties of the Right. As far as con-
cerned its procedure during the first session, the Council
of the Empire not only gave proof of great independence
and of a broad and enlightened spirit, but, as we shall
see, it strenuously opposed the incoherent Cabinet of
M. Goremykine, and did not in the slightest degree
deserve the hostility a priori that was shown by the
Douma.                                       '
In spite of the well-established custom by virtue of
which the Ministers of State, immediately after taking
office, were appointed members of the Council of the
Empire, I did not enter that assembly until two years
later, on account of the opposition that the reactionaries
made to my candidature, and because of their influence
upon the Emperor. It was only after an energetic
protest from M. Stolypine that these obstacles were
overcome, with the result that I entered the Council
at the same time with my brother, and we both joined
the party of the Centre.